MARCH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR1 5  ANNUAL  RliPOI'T  FOR  194  2 , 

Cowsheds  &  Dairies. 

Periodic  inspections  are  made  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
in  the  Council’s  area.  There  are  DO  registered  premises  on 
which  milk  is  produced  while  there  are  5  dairies  which  carry- 
on  a  retail  trade  only. 

About  half  of  the  cowsheds  conform  more  or  less  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
on  construction  of  cowsheds,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  conditions 
permit,  the  remainder  will  be  brought  up  to  this  standard. 

The  cleanliness  of  premises  is  for  the  most  part  fairly  good 
but  there  are  some  instances  .where  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows 
appears  to  bo  of  secondary  importance  to  the  producer,  and 
strong  warnings  have  had  to  be  issued  in  a  few  cases. 

During  the  year,  one  dairyman  installed  a  Pasteuring 
Plant  and  was  granted  a  licence  for  Pasteurising. 

Housing . 

Activity  under  the  Housing  Acts  has  been  considerably 
reduced  owing  to  war-time  conditions,  and  while  the  difficulties 
cf  obtaining  labour  and  materials  are  appreciated,  property 
owners  .should  make  every  effort  to  have  repairs  carried  out 
which  will  maintain  their  property  in  a  reasonable  state  of 
fitness.  Failure  to  do  so  may  result  in  action  being  taken 
a  few  years  hence  for  demolition. 

As  the  Council  are  already  aware  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  houses  in  the  town  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  which  should  receive  prior  consideration  in  post  war 
housing  programme s . 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food , 

During  the  year  the  inspection  of  Meat  and  Foods  in  the 
town  has  been  of  primary  importance#  With  the  very  able 
assistance  of  the  slaughter-house  manager,  Mr  S. Booth,  the 
following  carcases  were  examined  -  1,072  beasts,  159  calves, 

2,257  sheep  and  659  pigs  -  a  total  of  4,127. 

Of  these  carcases,  30  beasts,  2  calves  and  5  pigs., 
together  with  miscellaneous  flesh  and  offal  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  -  a  total  weight  of  Ilf  tons, 
which  is  a  reduction  of  more  than  2  tons  on  1941.  The  majority 
of  the  carcases  condemned  were  of  casualty  animals  sent  in 
for  slaughter  from  the  surrounding  districts..  The  quality  of 
the  meat  from  animals  received  from  the  markets  continues  to 
bo  very  high,  and  I  consider  it  a  remarkable  fact  that  after 
more  than  3  years  of  war,  meat  of  such  quality  can  be  obtained. 

A  considerable  quantitjr  of  other  foodstuffs  in  the  town 
were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  shopkeepers  a  variety  of  tinned  and  other  foods,  totalling 
i  ton,  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption;  these 
Included  over  300  tins  of  fruit,  meat,  vegetables,  fish  and 
milk,  and  quantities  of  jam,  eggs,  sausage,  bacon,  mincemeat 
and  cheese.  It  was  found  possible  to  utilize  a  small  amount 
of  tinned  food,  butter,  margarine  and  biscuits  for  manufacturing 
purposes  or  as  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

H.  Wall, 
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Measles , 

Whooping  Cough . 

Chicken  Pox 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Enteric  Fever 

Cerebrospinal  Fever. 

Erysipelas.  j 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

Pneumoni a . 

Dipht heria . 

Scarlet  Fever. 
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Urban  District  of  March 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Nursing  in  the  Homo. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Clinics . 

Hospitals .  . 

Air  Raid  Precautions, 

Facilities  available  under  the  above  headings  have  not 
changed  since  1941. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Herewith  is  a  table  setting  out  the  cases  of  infectious 
disease  which  have  been  notified  to  me  during  $he  year  1942. 

The  occurrence  of  so  many:  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that'  the  mildness  of  the  disease 
is  such  that  in  a  number  of  cases  the  Doctor  is  not  called 
with  the  result  that  these  mild  cases  not  being  isolated, 
infect  other  children.  ) 

13  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year .  Two 
cases  died;  neither  of  these  children  had  been  immunised. 

DXPHTHERI A  B  E  UNI S  ATI  ON . 

60.9$  of  the  children  between  1-5  years  have  now  been 
immunised  against  Diphtheria  and  82,7$  of  the  school  going 
children.  These  figures  are  very  encouraging  and  it  is  hoped 
that  thejr  will  be  improved  upon. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage’, 

March  Sewage  Scheme  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  approval  in  1938.  It  is  hoped  that  this  Scheme 
will  be  reviewed  and  revised  in  the  light  of  any  advancement 
in  sewage  disposal  which  ma3r  have  come  about  during  the  past 
five  years.  It  should  also  be  reconsidered  with  a  view  to 
the  question  of  re-housing. 

Housing.  ,  .  j 

'  ft  ,*  -f 

As  stated  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  a  great  number  of 
houses  are  unfit  for  human -habit at ion.  I  m^y  go  further  and 
say  that  some  of  the  houses  are  a  disgrace  to  any  civilised 
community . 

The  railway  carriage  habitations,  for  some  of  which 
exorbitant  rents  are  charged,  should  in  any  housing  scheme 
bo  demolished  without  any  further  ado. 

A gain  there  are  damp  antiquated  hovels  in  some  of  March’s 
back  streets  which  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  for  a 
moment  after  the  present  tenants  have  vacated  them. 

The  rehousing  in  healthy  homes  of  the  families  of  men 
now  serving  in  the  forces  is  a  matter  which  the  Council  should 
Mow  take  in  hand  so  that  there  will  be  no  delay  in  commencing 
work  as  soon  ns  materials  and  men  are  available. 
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Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1942, 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1942.  Mo  vital  statistics  are  given  as  the  figures 
from  the  Registrar  General  do  not  arrive  until  July. 

A  report  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

is  also  included. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  appreciation  of  the  willing  co-operation  of  the  staff 
during  my  term  of  office. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.F, Dawson 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  J.F. Dawson,  M.B . ,3 .Ch. , D.P .H. 
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Sanitary  Inspector 


